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Latin Honors are awarded to baccalaureate degree candidates when all degree requirements 
are complete, for both traditional and Continuing Education programs.  Honors are determined 
by the cumulative GPA for all semesters of study at Salve Regina, provided at least 60 credits 
have been completed here. At the honors and awards ceremony, distinctive cords are awarded 
to each candidate to be worn with the academic robes in the Commencement ceremony. The 
















































































SUMMA CUM LAUDE 3.90 (gold cords)
MAGNA CUM LAUDE 3.75 (blue cords)
CUM LAUDE 3.6 (white cords)
JUSTIN BATISTA































































































This seal depicts Our Lady of Mercy enclosed in a circle and standing before a 
cross. Around Our Lady’s head is inscribed the motto: Maria Spes Nostra, Mary 
our Hope. On one side of the base is the lamp of wisdom, and on the other, 
the book of learning. This seal, according to the bylaws, shall be affixed to all 





Bachelor of Arts and Science
Bachelor of Arts
Bachelor of Science














Nancy G. Schreiber, Ph.D.




Msgr. Albert Kenney, V.G.





The United States Senate
The City of Newport
AUTHORIZATION OF DEGREES
Marie J. Langlois
Vice Chair of the Board of Trustees
CONFERRING OF HONORARY DEGREE
KEYNOTE ADDRESS 
Jane Gerety, RSM, Ph.D.
President of the University
CONFERRING OF DEGREES
Jane Gerety, RSM, Ph.D.
President of the University
THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION INDUCTION
Michael Semenza
Vice President for University Relations and Advancement 
RECESSIONAL
Dr. Jane Gerety, RSM 
Doctor of Humane Letters
honoris causa
With grace, compassion, integrity and kindness, you, Dr. Jane Gerety, Religious Sister of 
Mercy and president of Salve Regina, have perpetuated this University’s place of distinction in 
higher education. Throughout a decade of extraordinary leadership, your vision and faith have 
inspired all to engage in conversation and Mercy in order to better ourselves and one another. 
Drawn by the strength, independence and intellect of the Sisters of Mercy who shaped 
your own education, you entered religious life empowered by Catherine McAuley’s belief 
that Mercy calls for action. Your ministry in the fields of education and health care, two of 
Catherine’s most enduring passions, reflects her determination in serving with purpose and 
empathy.
From your first days as an educator in Maryland and Alabama to the Dean’s office at Carlow 
University and your presidency at Salve Regina, you have ignited curiosity and challenged 
students to reach ever higher, all the while touching their hearts with your genuine care and 
belief in what can be achieved. 
In your service with St. Joseph’s Health System, you infused keen strategy with abiding 
compassion for the benefit of patients and caregivers alike. As Pope Francis affirmed, Mercy 
is the primary way in which we receive the Lord and give Him to others. You embody the 
spiritual and corporal works of Mercy; they are your compass, and, without hesitation, you 
answer their call to action, always with a spirit of generosity and hope. 
You love, and are loved by, the Salve Regina community. Your connection to people, and 
genuine interest in their well-being, welcomes friendship and sharing, just as you share yourself 
with those around you. A familiar face across campus, students look to you for a smile, a word 
of encouragement, an inquiry as to how they are faring, or your customary cone of frozen 
yogurt in hand to assure that all is well with the world.
Named as one of our nation’s top Irish Americans, your heritage shines in your eloquence and 
love of language. The wonder of words radiates in the poetry that you share, the stories you tell 
and the philosophers you quote, leaving your listeners heartened and inspired.
Borrowing an epitaph from your beloved Yeats, “In dreams begins responsibility.” Through 
your student-centered focus, our campus is a place where innovation and inspiration collide; 
where faculty and students dare to dream and to imagine what has yet to be. With significant 
attention to scholarships, you have eased the financial burden for so many who yearn for an 
education steeped in the ideals of our founders and who embrace the quest for harmony, 
justice and Mercy. 
Our beloved Sister Jane, we are forever grateful for your leadership and your friendship. 
Students have been blessed by your wisdom and encouragement, as you listened and advocated, 
commended and advised. So, too, have the faculty and staff whose mission, like yours, is to 
witness each student cross the very stage on which you now stand. 
You, Sister Jane Gerety, president of Salve Regina, have made a difference. For your dedication 
to our campus community, our students, faculty, staff, alumni and friends, and to the enduring 
vision and ideals of the Religious Sisters of Mercy, Salve Regina University is pleased and 
honored to bestow upon you the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, with all 
its attendant rights and privileges, on this nineteenth day of May 2019.
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Religious and Theological Studies




















































































































































MICHAELA ELIZABETH NORA MCMAHON*











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Global Business and Economics
GILLIAN ROSE MURPHY






















































































































































































































LAUREN ELISABETH LILLIAN VIRT*




































 *  These students have completed the Pell Honors Program.
 	These students have completed the Nuala Pell Leadership Program.
Appearance of a name in the Commencement program is presumptive evidence of graduation, but is not 
regarded as conclusive. The official Salve Regina University transcript, sealed and signed by the Registrar, is 
conclusive testimony of the student’s academic record and possession of degree(s) awarded by this institution.
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Tradition
Salve Regina University congratulates the following Class of 2019 graduates  
who are children of alumni:
Legacy graduates and parents are invited to meet outside the main entrance 
of Ochre Court for photographs after commencement.
ALISON L. CADIEUX
Daughter of William Cadieux, Jr. M’07 
PEYTON MARIE CIRULLI
Daughter of Lisa Correia Cirulli ’86 
MADELINE CORDEIRO
Daughter of Mary Wrenn Cordeiro M’02 
CATHERINE MARGARET CUNNINGHAM
Daughter of Tracey A. Prince ’89 
RYAN L. FOX
Son of Leo H. Fox II ‘85 and Kristen Kostyla Benedetti ’94
JULIA CLAIRE GAMBARDELLA
Daughter of Carrie Pilon Gambardella ’89 
LEXINGTON R. GRETZKY
Daughter of Sarah Cinqmars Gretzky ’82 
DAKOTAH DAGI JONES
Son of Lisa S. Antonelli-Jones ’90 
KELLSEY ELIZABETH LARSON
Daughter of Kathleen E. Larson ’85 
ERICA JUNE LITTLE
Daughter of Denise Cataldo Little ’86 
GABRIELLA ANNE MARONE
Daughter of Marita R. Driscoll ’86 
DANIEL FRANCIS MCKILLOP
Son of Paul D. McKillop M’89 and Kim McGettigan McKillop M’89
NISHANTE S. PEARSON
Daughter of Teneka N. Spencer-Wiley ’01 
SUSAN VICTORIA PHILLIPS
Daughter of Mary Minicucci Phillips ’92 
CARMELO MATEO SAIA
Son of Patricia Devaney Saia ’84 
BRODERICK THOMAS SANTILLI






 Arts, Letters, Humanities .................. White
 Business Administration ....... Light Brown
 Education ...................................Light Blue
 Fine Arts ...........................................Brown
 Musical Arts .........................................Pink
 Nursing ............................................Apricot
 Philosophy .................................Dark Blue
 Science ...............................Golden Yellow
 Theology .......................................... Scarlet
When universities were taking form in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries, they were under the jurisdiction of the Church. Most of 
those studying were clerks in Holy Orders, monks, or priests. They 
wore a habit or cloak, to which was attached a cowl or hood. This 
could be pulled up over the head or thrown back, according to 
the weather. Gowns were necessary for warmth in the unheated 
buildings, and hoods served to cover the tonsured head before the 
use of the skull cap.
Today, the academic costume of cap, gown and hood has taken 
on a symbolic meaning. Colors and shapes conform to a generally 
accepted code and indicate the faculty conferring the degree and the 
kind of degree conferred. Gowns for the bachelor’s degree are worn 
closed and are distinguished by their long, pointed sleeves. Master’s 
degree gowns are designed to be worn open. They have very long 
sleeves, oblong in shape. Gowns for the doctoral degree, usually 
black, are also designed to be worn open and have velvet panels. 
Three velvet bars are stitched to the upper part of the full, bell-
shaped sleeves. 
Hoods are trimmed with a slim strip of velvet to indicate the specific 
faculty awarding the degree. The colored lining is the official color 
of the institution conferring the degree. Hoods may be trimmed to 




Students at Salve Regina University who have distinguished themselves through academic 
performance wear honor cords of these colors:
Gold — Summa Cum Laude
Blue — Magna Cum Laude
White — Cum Laude
The Mace
The mace and its bearer represent a custom that dates back to the Middle Ages. From the 
sixteenth century in England and since colonial days in America, it has become a symbol of 
office carried by the procession leader. In the academic world, the mace signifies teaching 
authority.
The Salve Regina University mace was designed by Rhode Island sculptor Paul A. Cavanagh 
as an octagonal, formalized flower. The staff of ebony represents lignum vitae — the tree 
of life. A circle of eight rigid geometric forms of silver, peaked with pyramids of lapis lazuli, 
are representative of the Virtues. The Intellectual and Moral Virtues enable one to lead a 
fruitful and good life. The extending leaves of blossom deriving from the silver forms are 
symbolic of one’s development in the world. An inner circle of leaves, in close embrace 
with the central form, and pistil-like cruciform with crown, suggest one’s development in 
love of Christ and the cross.
The sterling silver medallion worn by the University President at all formal academic 
functions symbolizes the leadership and authority of the institution’s highest office. 
Handcrafted by John Cavanagh, the design is based on the University shield, which 
symbolizes the commitment of the Sisters of Mercy to Salve Regina University, the 
dedication to learning by all members of the Salve Regina community, and the unending 
search for wisdom that flows from the knowledge of the liberal scholar. Each link of the 
chain is a “Mercy Cross,” with a crown superimposed over the face of each cross.
The President’s Medallion
Board of Trustees
Jane Gerety, RSM, President
Dennis L. Algiere
David G. Barzarsky
Lily H. Bentas ’06 (Hon.)
Norman R. Beretta ’04 (Hon.)
Timothy P. Burns
Nancy C. Cardoza ’85
Christopher L. Carney ’90
John J. Coneys
Peter Crowley
Mary Ann Dillon, RSM
Christine Kavanagh, RSM
Marie J. Langlois
Gloria L. Lincourt ’01 (Hon.), Emerita
David T. Locke





Robert P. Moran, Jr. ’86
Cheryl Mrozowski ’70
Marypatricia Murphy, RSM ’62
David W. Nelson
J. Timothy O’Reilly ’15 (Hon.)
Paul A. Perrault
Janet L. Robinson ’72, ’98 (Hon.), Chairman
Thomas Rodgers, IV
Denice M. Spero





Hail, Holy Queen enthroned above, O Maria!
Hail Mother of mercy and of love, O Maria!
Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:
Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina!
Our life, our sweetness here below, O Maria!
Our hope in sorrow and in woe, O Maria!
Triumph all ye Cherubim, Sing with us ye Seraphim,
Heav’n and earth resound the hymn:
Salve, Salve, Salve, Regina!

